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Teacher Notes

What is the content of this booklet?
This booklet is a condensed version of the Supporting Your Child’s Learning series of 9 fold-out sheets 
available in English. 

The first two pages outline how parents, families and whänau can support their children’s early learning 
– from birth until they start school. There is content about reading, writing, mathematics, learning in early 
childhood education services and learning at school. 

There are then two pages for each year level (1–8) – the first explains what children will be able to do if they 
are meeting the National Standards in reading, writing and mathematics for that year level; the second 
gives practical, every day, fun tips and ideas for how parents, families and whänau can support their child’s 
learning at home.

How can I use this booklet with parents, families and whänau?
Like the fold-out sheets, this booklet can be used in discussions with parents, families, whänau and students 
and can be taken home as reference material. Your conversations with parents whose first language is not 
English could include the following messages:

•  Recognising and celebrating the ‘whole’ child, including their identity, language and culture is important 
in children’s learning.

•  Using the family’s first language at home also supports children’s reading, writing and oral 
language learning.

•  Children can learn in two languages.
•  It is easier for children to learn two languages when they are younger than when they are older.
•  If their child is a new learner of English, the school may decide it would be fairer to report to them using 

The English Language Learning Progressions for the first two or three years. The Progressions describe 
reading, writing, and the speaking and listening expectations for children who are new learners of 
English. They also help their child’s teacher to provide an appropriate teaching and learning programme 
to help their child make fast progress in these areas. As their child’s achievement in reading and writing 
gets closer to their peers, the school will report progress in reading and writing in relation to the 
National Standards. Schools will use the Mathematics Standards to report on their child’s maths progress 
and achievement.

How can I access different language versions?
More copies of the translated booklets can be ordered on-line from Down the Back of the Chair at 
www.thechair.minedu.govt.nz or by email orders@thechair.minedu.govt.nz. Each language has a unique 
order number that must be quoted: Arabic (order number 2010AR), Chinese (2010CH), Cook Islands Mäori 
(2010CM), Dari (2010DR), Hindi (2010HD), Korean (2010KR), vagahau Niue (2010NU), gagana Sämoa (2010SM), 
Somali (2010SL), Tagalog (2010TG), Te reo Mäori (2010TM), Thai (2010TH), gagana Tokelau (2010TK), 
Tongan (2010TN).

Copies of the English series of fold-out sheets can also be ordered from Down the Back of the Chair. 
Item numbers are: Early Learning (2010EL), Year 1 (2010Y1), Year 2 (2010Y2), Year 3 (2010Y3), Year 4 (2010Y4), 
Year 5 (2010Y5), Year 6 (2010Y6), Year 7 (2010Y7), Year 8 (2010Y8), Years 1–8 set (2010ST). 

The content can also be accessed or downloaded at:
www.minedu.govt.nz/ParentsSupportingYourChild


